Colorado Geographic Alliance 2009-2010 Workshops

Geo-Literacy for Primary School Teachers, Saturday, September 12, 2009, Pueblo

Back by popular demand, a condensed geo-literacy workshop will be held in Pueblo on September 12th, from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm at the El Pueblo History Museum.  Teacher-led discussions of the integration of literature and geography will help you explore the effective use of age-appropriate readings to illustrate geography concepts.  Teachers will take home lists of appropriate books for use in their classrooms.

For more information and to reserve your spot, email coga@uccs.edu before September 4th, 2009, or call Steve Jennings at 719-255-4056.

Geography and Technology Workshops

Learning about geographic information technologies is extremely timely for today’s classrooms.  Spatial relationships are analyzed using maps in digital form within a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) environment, combining data from other maps, charts, and databases.  GIS, Remote Sensing, and Global Positioning Systems (GPS) constitute part of the geotechnology industry, which is one of three key industries identified by the United States Department of Labor for the 21st Century.  Introducing your students to the basics of geospatial technologies provides them with a powerful decision-making toolkit.

Introduction to Geospatial Technology
Saturday, October 3, 2009, Fort Collins

Saturday, November 7, 2009, Grand Junction

Saturday, January 30, 2010, Highlands Ranch
Saturday, March 6, 2010, Pagosa Springs
Do you have a grasp of geographic information technologies, but are looking to increase your knowledge of how to incorporate them into the classroom?  Consider attending the intermediate level geospatial technology workshop, planned for June 2010 at Colorado Northwestern Community College in Rangely.  For more information, or to reserve a place in any of the geospatial technology workshops, email coga@uccs.edu.

Census 2010, February 6, 2010, Denver

Learn about the uses and limitations of census data in geographic analysis as the United States prepares to undertake this decennial extravaganza.  Understand the changes in the 2010 forms and the rationale behind those changes.  Investigate resources available from the Census Bureau and identify ways to use them in your classroom.

Climate Change in Rocky Mountain National Park, Friday and Saturday, March 12-13, 2010, Estes Park

What is climate change?  How is it affecting our national treasures?  What did Ken Burns ignore in his series on PBS?  Come learn about climate change in the national park with Rocky Mountain National Park as a case study.

Looking ahead:

Make plans now to attend the 2010 COGA Summer Institute to be held in June centered on the topic of food – sustainable agriculture, distribution of resources, interaction between food production and the environment, effects of insufficient supplies, and cultural meanings of food production and consumption.

In addition to offering stand-alone workshops, the Colorado Geographic Alliance has provided resources for district-wide programs and nonprofit organizations, and has collaborated with other educational groups to support geographic professional development.  Please contact the coordinators at coga@uccs.edu if you would like to explore hosting a workshop at your site, or developing a program in partnership with COGA.

