Geography Awareness Week: Ideas
Promote Geography Awareness Week (start this summer!)
· Post informational notices

· Distribute promotional materials
· Organize fun, geography and/or freshwater-themed activities
Where?
A. At summer community events, such as:

--State and local fairs


--Community days and barbeques

--Boy Scout/Girl Scout outings

--Library summer programs


--Summer camps


--Recreation centers

B. At early fall events, such as: 
--Professional conferences (e.g. regional/state social studies, middle school, technology, science, home school association, and other conferences  


--Back-to-school nights

C. Online


--Through teacher newsletters/email listservs



--Through professional organization newsletters/email listservs



--On Websites: school, community, local news, personal, etc.



--On blogs (school, community, personal, etc.)


--On social media sites—e.g. Facebook, Ning, Linked in—on your personal profile, group pages, etc.
Partner with local businesses, organizations, and funders (reach out this summer!)
Develop a Program 

· Ask municipal water depts. or water conservation organization representatives to: --lead a field trip, or 
--speak to school groups and community groups (e.g. host a lecture at a library, ask to speak at a school freshwater assembly open to the public)

· Work with a bookstore (e.g. Borders, Barnes & Noble) to organize an “education day” with discounts on books for teachers. Provide freshwater booklist.
· Work with a company to design an employee service day around Geography Awareness Week (e.g. employees team up with school kids clean up a local river—make sure to contact local press!)
· Design a Geography Awareness Week program with an after-school or informal education group, e.g. YMCA, Big Brother/Big Sister, Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts, 4-H
Ask for Financial Support and Resources
· Ask for financial support of GAWeek activities—offer sponsor status recognition in exchange 
· Ask for in-kind donations as prizes or give-aways
· Ask local restaurants and grocery stores for food donations
· Ask local print shop for donations of paper, ink, printer use, etc. 
· Ask for space to host events 
Ask for Promotion
· Ask local shops and restaurants to post promotional flyers
· Co-brand a paid advertisement to run in local newspapers, on television or radio
Who?
· Municipal water departments

· Water conservation organizations 

· Local business alliances

· Rotary clubs

· Lions Clubs

· Parent-Teacher organization
· After-school and informal ed groups: e.g. YMCA, 4-H, scouts, Odyssey of the Mind, etc.
Work with Media
Editorial Features
· Invite your local education, town, or county reporter to cover Geography Awareness Week events (put a bug in their ear this summer!)
· Encourage school classes or after school groups to develop a “kids pages” feature around geography and/or freshwater.
· Work with your local Newspaper in Education coordinator to develop freshwater activities to run during Geography Awareness Week.
· Submit your own article about Geography Awareness Week events, with photos, to newspapers.
· Offer to participate in an interview about Geography Awareness Week/freshwater.
· Submit a letter-to-the editor or opinion-editorial piece explaining why people should care about geography education and celebrate GAWeek
Contests
· Work with your local newspaper to design a freshwater art and writing contest (Look at “River of Words” for a model). Feature top submissions during Geography Awareness Week.
· Provide freshwater and/or general geography trivia questions to local radio hosts and ask them to run just before or during Geography Awareness Week. Offer prizes (they may provide some of their own, too).
Promotion
· Submit short announcements about Geography Awareness Week events in local newspaper community bulletins.
· Develop short (15-30 second) announcements about local Geography Awareness Week events and ask radio stations to run leading up to the week.
· Have local school kids record facts about freshwater and ask radio stations to run as PSAs (public service announcements).
Contact Public Officials
· Invite town, county, and state officials to Geography Awareness Week events
· Organize a letter-writing campaign to local and state officials calling for support of 

geographic education
· Submit a letter-to-the-editor or opinion-editorial (op-ed) calling for local legislators

to support geographic education (see LTE/.op-ed guide).
· Host a legislative education session around the topic of freshwater and the importance of geographic education, invite legislators and members of the media to attend (ask Michelle for details)
· Host a legislative community fair around freshwater. Invite local businesses and agencies with freshwater interests to attend and donate in-kind prizes and freebies. Invite legislators to come and talk about their platforms on freshwater issues.
Event & Activity Ideas
Events
· Host an international fair/festival/food night 
· Water run/walk fundraiser (model after Live Earth Run for Water: the average woman in the world walks 6km/day to get drinking water)
· Host a water assembly: Feature speeches, music, artwork, drama, and student presentations around freshwater. Invite community members to participate and/or attend.
· Fieldtrips: Organize guided outdoor adventures, e.g. hikes around local watersheds, canoe/kayak trips, nature observation/journaling outings, etc.
· Freshwater-themed Zoo Day: Work with zoo/nature center experts to organize events and presentations around freshwater animals, plants, and environments
Service learning events
· Have older students (e.g. college, HS/MS) design freshwater activities for younger students; go into elementary schools during GAWeek
· Have students/informal ed groups organize a fundraiser for a local or global freshwater organization, e.g. “Friends of _____ [watershed] or H20 for Life
· Have students organize a community freshwater education day
· Have students organize a community river clean-up
· Have students organize a community water conservation challenge: Encourage community members to pledge to conserve water (e.g. for a month), then organize an event to celebrate their success!
· Have science students conduct water quality testing of local water sources and report results to the community 
Activities
· Hands-on water experiments/demonstrations 
--Use cups to demonstrate ratio of freshwater vs. saltwater worldwide
--Use models to demonstrate stream/river flow
--Design “model stream aquarium” with aquatic plants, water bugs, tadpoles, small fish, etc.

--Design a geocache or orienteering exercise around a local watershed
· Water relay race: have kids race with buckets of water (carry by hand or on their heads)—try not to spill!
· Bottled-water boycott: Challenge students to use only reusable water bottles for a week. Offer reusable bottles (branded with your logo, if possible) as a prize
· Freshwater food: develop activities about food sources (e.g. salmon, frogs, catfish, plants) and the amount of water used to produce other foods (e.g. beef)
· Design activities with large/regular size maps
· Design a freshwater trivia contests
Venues
· School
· Community center
· Nature center
· Zoo
· Museum
· Library
· Community park
· Recreation space near freshwater: lake, reservoir river, stream, estuary, etc.
