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Plate Tectonics

http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/dynamic/himalaya.html

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/
Earthquake_Information_for_Pakistan.gif



Plate Tectonics

http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/dynamic/understanding.html#anchor4665685



Topography

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/87/Afghanistan_physical_en.png



Topography

• The topography of Afghanistan is dominated 
by the Hindu Kush mountains which run from 
the northeast to the southwest.

• Elevation generally decreases from northeast 
to southwest. 

• The Hindu Kush has the Southwestern Plateau 
to the south and the Northern Plain to the 
north. 



Topography

• Noshaq in the northeastern part of 
Afghanistan, at an elevation of 7,492 m 
(24,580 ft) is the highest point in Afghanistan.

• It is the 52nd highest peak in the world and 
the westernmost peak above 7,000 m in the 
region.



Topography

• As in many mountainous areas, passes are 
important.  

• Khyber Pass at an elevation of 1,070 m (3,510 
ft) is an important route between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  Alexander the Great and 
Genghis Khan used this pass to invade areas to 
the east.

• Salang Pass at an elevation of 3,878 m (12,723 
ft) conects Kabul with the north.  A tunnel was 
built here by the Soviet Union in the 1960s.  



Topography

• The lowest part of the country is the Northern 
Plain at an elevation of approximately 260 m 
(850 ft).

• This region has the most fertile land and has a 
country’s largest agricultural production.

• Rivers of this region drain to the north and so 
do not make it to the sea.  



Topography

• The Southwestern Plateau is dominated by 
hills and deserts.  

• This region also has interior drainage so that 
surface water doesn’t reach the sea.

• Several areas contain salt flats since there is 
interior drainage. 



Topography

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Afghan_topo_en.jpg



Topography

http://www.pbase.com/flying_dutchman/image/63836402/large



Topography

http://www.pbase.com/flying_dutchman/image/58650209/original



Topography

http://www.johnpattengraphics.com/Landscape/Lpages/L57.htm



Topography

http://www.johnpattengraphics.com/Landscape/Lpages/L20.htm



River Basins

http://www.ewi.info/system/files/Afghanistan_Water.pdf

Kabul River 

Amu Darya

Harirud River

Helmand River



Mineral Resources

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3063/fs2007-3063.pdf



Mineral Resources

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2006/3031/pdf/FS-3031.pdf



Natural Hazards

http://www.rawa.org/temp/runews/2009/04/29/thousands-affected-
by-floods-landslides-earthquakes-in-afghanistan.html

Earthquake Damage



Natural Hazards

http://cires.colorado.edu/~bilham/Afghan.pdf

Faults



Natural Hazards

http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2006/1185/downloads/pdf/of06-1185_508.pdf



Natural Hazards

http://www.emro.who.int/eha/pdf/AFG_landslide.pdf



Climate

http://www.atozmapsdata.com/zoomify.asp?name=Country/Modern/Z_Afghan_Temp



Climate

http://www.atozmapsdata.com/zoomify.asp?name=Country/Modern/Z_Afghan_Precip



Climate

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Koppen_World_Map.png



Climate

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

View from top of an Inselberg on the desert mosaic, near Farah, (type 1).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

Artemisia herba-alba semidesert (type 2), subshrubs used for fuel and
cooking, near Shindand, 900 m elevation.

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e3/Artemisia_herba-alba_2.jpg


Plant Communities

Subtropical semidesert with Calotropis procera, between Jalalabad 
and Khyber Pass, 700 m elevation (type 3)

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Starr_070207-4327_Calotropis_procera.jpg


Plant Communities

Pistacia vera woodland in North Afghanistan, near Khulm, 800m elevation (type 4a).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

http://afghanag.ucdavis.edu/forest-watershed-man/forest-Watershed/foretry conference/PPT_Forestry_14_Pistachio_Woodlands.pdf



Plant Communities

Juniperus woodland on the Northern slopes of Hindu Kush, 
Salang Pass, 2400 m elevation (type 5a).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

Quercus balout forest in the Pech Valley, 1500 m elevation, Nuristan (type 6).



Plant Communities

Pinus gerardiana woodland in Northern Nuristan, 1800 m elevation, 
Bashgal Valley (type 7)



Plant Communities

Riverine vegetation close to the treeline, with Salix, Betula and Hippophae, Bashgal-
Valley 3000 m elevation, Nuristan (type 8)

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

Thorny cushion shrubland above timberline, at Dasht-e-Nawor mountains with various 
Astragalus and Acantholimon cushions, 3500 m elevation (type 9).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Acantholimon_sp._S.jpg


Plant Communities

Nomad camp in summer, at Fuladi-valley, Koh-e-Baba, with heaps of thorny cushions for 
cooking and heating, 3800 m elevation (type 9).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

Reed vegetation at Hamun-e-Puzak, Afghanistan (type 11a). 

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan



Plant Communities

Heavily salinized salt-flat with thick salt crusts, and very open halophyte 
vegetation, mainly with the extreme halophyte Halocnemum strobilaceum, near 

Ankhoi (350 m elevation) (type 11b).

http://www.badr-online.de/flora_vegetation_afghanistan

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Halocnemum_strobilaceum_02.jpg

