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Regional Voting Patterns Authentic Assessment

What regional voting patterns did you observe?

Why did the regions vote the way they did?

Focus on one state where there are discernible regional voting patterns, perhaps one of those states critical in the 2008 Presidential election. With your group, choose a state and come up with a consensus of the observed regional voting patterns in that state. Formulate a hypothesis about the reasons for the patterns.
Your goal is to draw a map of your chosen state to illustrate the voting regions observed, and to show reasons for these patterns. Draw the voting regions on the map. Then create symbols to show why your regions voted the way they did. You will then present and explain your map to the class.

1. Prepare a map
Use notes and online sources to determine factors that caused the voting patterns in your state, and how the state divided into voting regions. Come to a consensus within your group of the observed voting patterns and subsequent regions. You may discuss such things as socio-economic conditions, education levels, ethnicity, number of children, household income, age, as well as physical geographic characteristics in your state. Include political parties, and any issues that influenced the voting patterns.
Draw a regional map of your state to illustrate observed voting patterns. Use your knowledge of regions to divide your state into various voting regions. The number of regions will vary.
Use visual symbols to indicate reasons for the voting patterns.  You may include information from lectures and from Internet explorations, political parties, issues that influenced the voting patterns, geographic regions. Include the symbols in the legend.
All maps must include a title, legend and compass.
2.  Present your map and hypotheses of the reasons for voting patterns to the class.
Explain what regional voting patterns you observed.  Consider the 2008 Presidential election, historical Presidential elections, and how issues in the election impacted the various regions of your state.

Hypothesize why the various regions voted as they did. Discuss voter registration patterns and voter turnout patterns.  Determine which issues most impacted voting, such as historic trends, national or state issues: immigration, agriculture, urban development, tourism, economics, water, and population changes.

3.  Document all sources used in a Works Cited page.  
www.noodletools.com is a good source of bibliographic formats. MLA Advanced will work well for this presentation. Turn in your Works Cited page with your map.
Content Standards Addressed
Geography Standard 2:
Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and use this knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change.
2.1 Students know the physical and human characteristics of places.
2.2 Students know how and why people define regions.
2.3 Students know how culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions.
Civics Standard 4:

4.4 Students know how citizens can participate in civic life.

As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, what they know and are able to do includes: 

· identifying and applying criteria useful in selecting political leaders at local, state, and national levels.

As students in grades 9-12 extend their knowledge, what they know and are able to do includes:
· evaluating the effectiveness of various forms of political participation (for example, voting, attending political and governmental meetings, contacting public officials);

· describing various ways one can exercise leadership and participate in public affairs (for example, campaigning).
History Standard 2:

2.3 Students apply knowledge of the past to analyze present-day issues and events from multiple, historically objective perspectives.
As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, what they know and are able to do includes 

· examining current concepts, issues, events, and themes from multiple, historical perspectives.

As students in grades 9-12 extend their knowledge, what they know and are able to do includes 
· identifying historical contexts of contemporary issues; 

· identifying how print and electronic media can affect perspectives regarding 

· historical events; and 

· using historical information to interpret and evaluate decisions or policies regarding contemporary issues.
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