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Welcome to the Colorado Geographic Alliance.  We are delighted that you
are taking an interest in geography education across the state of Colorado,
whether through a workshop or support of teachers in your area.  COGA is
a statewide educator's organization in which the collective knowledge of
experienced teachers of geography, geographers in academia, and
professional geographers is shared to strengthen the position of geography
in Colorado schools.  COGA works with the social studies, science,
environmental, and technology communities to build on mutual objectives
and to strengthen 21st century skills of Colorado students.  While many of
the opportunities in the newsletter have passed, please consider how you
can join in our work.  We are particularly interested in your thoughts about
the possibility of a giant map of the state of Colorado.  Look for upcoming
opportunities in the fall and if you have any questions, please email
coga@uccs.edu. This newsletter is published approximately three times
each year.

Projects and Programs
Imagine a Giant Map of Colorado
Several schools in Colorado have hosted Giant Traveling Maps from
National Geographic, and we have heard how inspirational these tools
have been for students in learning about other places. COGA plans to
develop a map of Colorado - ideally several maps to be located in various
pockets of the state - that could provide a similar experience with a state
focus, but we would like to hear from you about how the map would be
most useful for you as a teacher, parent, or community member.  Please
complete an online survey by Friday, May 29th so your views are
included in the discussion.

Thank you for your time.

Upcoming Workshops
Integrating the Social Studies Across Colorado History
Professional development designed to enhance skills in teaching the core
concepts and tools from history, geography, economics and civics that are
emphasized in Colorado's 4th grade social studies standards. Four leading
social studies organizations collaborate to bring this day-long workshop to
elementary teachers. An expert in each subject area will help you
understand how each discipline views the world and, more specifically,
Colorado. Presentations will blend content and pedagogy and will share
resources to take back to your classroom.

Wednesday, May 27, 2015, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Museum of Western Colorado, 462 Ute Avenue, Grand Junction
For more details, click here. To register, please contact Kim Davis at
kim.davis@d51schools.org
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partner through COGA.

Giant Map Borrowing
Opportunities

National Geographic's Giant Traveling
Maps are a great resource for
teaching map skills to students in
preschool, elementary, and middle
school.  
 
The maps are available for 2-week
periods, and COGA can help pay for
the rental!
 
There are floor maps of Africa, Asia,
Europe, North America, South
America, and the Pacific Ocean. 
Colorado schools have hosted several
maps and you can check the COGA
website for ideas about how to
incorporate them into your classroom. 

Geospatial Technology in
the Classroom

Geographic
Information
Science (GIS)
encompasses
computer
hardware and
software systems
that are used to
store, display,
analyze, and map
information related
to multiple fields. 
These tools
include maps and

globes, global positioning (GPS)
units, and web-based interactive
programs such as Google Earth.
 Students in Colorado benefit from
learning how to use geographic
information and COGA is working to
support their teachers to be
knowledgeable and comfortable with
the technology.  Focusing our efforts
on preservice teachers as well as
groups of teachers in underserved
rural and urban areas, we have
nurtured leadership in a variety of
locations across the state.  Teachers
in Calhan, Elizabeth, Grand Junction,
Limon, and Windsor now can
experiment with GIS in the classroom,
knowing they have people to call
when they have questions about

Saturday, October 10, 2015, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway, Denver
To register, call 303-866-2394 or email reservations@state.co.us

If you are interested in hosting this workshop at your school or district,
please contact April Legg at 303-866-2394.

Teaching Geography Using Primary Sources
Grand Junction, Thursday, May 28, 2015, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Join the Teaching with Primary Sources Western Region and the Colorado
Geographic Alliance to learn how to use resources from the Library of
Congress to enhance geography in your classroom.
For more information click here.  To register, please contact Kim Davis at
kim.davis@d51schools.org.

Geospatial Technology Workshop: Enhance Your Curriculum with
ArcGIS Online
Roger Felch and Christine Nichols are offering a free GIS workshop for K-
12 teachers this summer. They have been awarded an Esri grant for a
workshop to support the introduction of ArcGIS online and other geospatial
technologies to K-12 classrooms throughout Colorado.  The workshop will
familiarize K-12 teachers with ArcGIS software and its many classroom
applications and support the development of lessons that will enhance
curriculum through spatial problem solving.  Join them to begin or advance
your proficiency with ArcGIS Online.  You can acquire and implement a
FREE ArcGIS Online Organizational Account with Esri for you and your
school.  This workshop will help you create a lesson using ArcGIS Online.
 Current classroom teachers and educators in school districts serving low-
income students will be given first priority. Click on the link for more details.

National Geographic Free Online Course - FLOW Education:
Facilitating Learning through Outdoor Watershed Education
This course is designed for classroom educators (grades 4 through 8) to
learn about watersheds and outdoor education using the Chesapeake Bay
watershed as an example.  The course introduces technologies for
investigating watersheds and helps teachers plan and implement outdoor
experiences.  There are two session options in 2015 - June 17 - July 29
and September 16 - October 28.  Contact National Geographic to register.

Teaching Geography Using Primary Sources
As reported last fall, the Colorado Geographic
Alliance is working with the Library of Congress
Teaching with Primary Sources Western Region
(TPS), as well as Geographic Alliances in
Arizona, Nevada, and Oregon to develop
workshops using primary sources to teach
geography at any grade level. The workshop - in

both one-day and two-day formats - is now available for presentation at
schools and districts across the state.  Please contact coga@uccs.edu if
you are interested in scheduling one for educators in your area.  There is no
charge for the workshop.

COGA Leadership Council Seeks New Members
The Colorado Geographic Alliance provides professional development for
elementary and secondary teachers, supports policy efforts at the state
and district levels, and offers public engagement opportunities including
giant traveling maps, talks with geographers, and activities during
Geography Awareness Week.  Current professional development
programs include working with teachers to incorporate geospatial
technology in their classrooms, teaching geography using primary
sources, and integrating social studies across Colorado history.  If you are
interested in helping lead this organization, please consider submitting an
application to join the COGA Leadership Council, whose purpose is to
steward the organization through careful adherence to COGA's mission,
vision, values, and strategic plan. Leadership Council members serve for
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technology.
 
Wondering what your students can
do?  Check out geospatial technology
lesson plans on the COGA website,
create projects using MapMaker at
National Geographic, and get ideas
from story maps developed through
Esri, Inc.  Thanks to the Gay &
Lesbian Fund for Colorado which
provided seed money for this project,
and to the regional office of Esri, Inc. in
Broomfield, Colorado that provided
advice and technological resources to
support the program.  COGA hopes to
find additional funding to spread this
project to other schools and districts in
the state.
 
GPS Units for Loan: Don't forget -
COGA has ten GPS units that can be
loaned (for free) to schools for
educational use. Click here for info! 

Like Us on FaceBook

Check out our blog!

Colorado Geographic Alliance
Department of Geography and

Environmental Studies
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80918

three-year terms, meet three times a year, and are drawn from across the
state and from different types of organizations and perspectives.  An
application form is available online.  Completed applications should be
emailed to coga@uccs.edu.

COGA News
Esri ConnectED Grant
Colorado Geographic Alliance receives one of
40 Esri ConnectED Teacher Professional
Development Awards in Geospatial Technology 

In February 2015, Esri awarded grants to support professional
development of educators to help implement Esri's ConnectED offer in
communities across the country.  Click here to see schools with GIS from
Esri and ConnectED.

Along with Castle View High School, COGA received a $5,000 grant to
help teachers to become proficient in ArcGIS Online.  COGA will be
working with GIS professionals from plan-it GEO
, a geospatial technology firm specializing in urban forestry, planning, and
natural resources located in Arvada, and the Englewood Schools, which is
developing curricula based on the South Platte River.

The South Platte River Project with Englewood builds on the work that
COGA undertook with school district in Elizabeth, Grand Junction, Limon,
and Windsor to support teachers as they work to move geospatial
technology into their classrooms.  If your school or district is interested in
hosting a workshop on this topics, please contact coga@uccs.edu.  

2015 Grosvenor Fellow from Boulder
Congratulations to Colorado Teacher and 2015
National Geographic Grosvenor Teacher
Fellow, Amy Austin!
 
Amy Austin is the literacy specialist and sixth and
seventh grade reading and language arts teacher at
Centennial Middle School in Boulder. After
graduating, she moved to London where she taught
second, third, and fifth grades and was the
Geography Coordinator of an ethnically diverse
British primary school. 

 
She was accepted to the Japanese Fulbright Memorial Fund program in
which she traveled to Japan with 170 other teachers from across the
United States to live, learn, and interact first-hand with Japanese teachers,
students, administrators, and government officials. In 2012, she was
accepted as one of only eight teachers from North America to teach
conversational English at the Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in
Guangzhou, China.  
 
Amy was accepted to be a 2015 Grosvenor Teaching Fellow for the
opportunity to travel to geographically remote parts of the globe, alongside
outstanding National Geographic professionals. This summer she will
embark on an 11-day expedition aboard the National Geographic Explorer
vessel, as they travel to Oslo, Norway and explore Arctic Svalbard.

We look forward to hearing more about Amy's adventures and seeing
photos upon her return.

GPS Units in the Classroom
GPS Units Give New Meaning to Middle School Students in Saint
Vrain Valley Schools 

With a Global Positioning System (GPS) unit, students can determine
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where they are anywhere on the planet.  Saint Vrain social studies
teachers district-wide used handheld GPS units supplied by the Colorado
Geographic Alliance to use the geospatial technology as they practiced
21st century skills and explored the Roman Empire.  Find out more here.

Colorado Geographic Bee Winner

 
Congratulations to the Colorado Geographic Bee winner 7th grader William
Jacob (Jake) Hofgard of Louisville Middle School, Louisville! He will be
competing in Washington DC later this month.

Each year thousands of schools in the United States participate in the
National Geographic Bee using materials prepared by the National
Geographic Society. The contest is designed to inspire students to be
curious about the world. Schools with students in grades four through eight
are eligible for this entertaining and challenging competition.
 
Has your school ever participated in the National Geographic Bee? For the
first time ever, grades 4-8 can experience the Bee for free - a Free-Bee!
National Geographic is offering a free trial of the Bee for educators and
students to experience the contest. Engage students in learning geography
through an exciting contest by requesting the National Geographic Free-
Bee here. 
 
Click on the link to learn more about the National Geographic Bee.

Colorado Science and Engineering Fair Winners
The 60th Annual Colorado Science and
Engineering Fair was held on the campus of
Colorado State University in Fort Collins
April 9-11.  Every year, COGA awards a
prize to the Senior and Junior projects for the
best use of geography.  
 
This year the Junior winner was Kelsey
Brethauer, a 7th grader at Windsor Charter
Academy for her project titled Bad Beads. 
She examined the distribution of the small
plastic beads contained in personal care

products such as face scrub found along Cache la Poudre River.  She
found that the beads were located in sediment near larger communities
along the river.  Kelsey's teacher is Lara Holt. 
 
In the Senior category, Emma Scholz of Sterling High School created an in-
depth analysis of the Geographical Correlation Maps of Malaria
Hemoglobin SS Disease Allele Frequency and Ecology of Ethiopia. She
had taken a summer class in the use of GIS at the University of Northern
Colorado and learned how to analyze spatial data.  This was an excellent
project that looked at a variety of spatially variable attributes and draws
conclusions from that analysis.  Emma's teacher is Aaron Edinger.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwPEYq4rfnGssHQlS6SuIWzK_KmKhd30VY2gdKvtImw3ktjNB63RUam_gQyycLfSlfDSxtLKNxOXkGunCVrkFLzHeavYcoPHsRc9yWg_FJne2pgK3YdHE3KACtakWvlBtfY9A3yxhq_hyklLhX1cbVb5TQWJa1Q1R_Ztjw8u71MEncomIOaTNpFGJiFDq7sqhbg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwFAadrvlYikfDOLNighXz0jlYoE6cn7F1SsAD7NxvYik88Td24-KLuH9zCF6ZbIwGqyAdd_Ny-r3evOfWhCZsomoCFgJ0rcVgxCdh0I9b6npF1czGtjZV0OCyhfLZCFjAojO_ojultrR&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXFFpp33fb25Wuwhs_3EKF0IEA5350SeYJ_TLprCdRDlsSYqyLvtTV7Jikgx-33Oe01ms4RhhCiCEq-gsPGTp5bDmHncFEnxRncBLVFCd6Lxjt0XkMKwyLAyAzG05znILPq9MKE58_kVqudvKTZ6ik2OtAcSnXxWNJfUwZPfNpF4E=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwO8Xo11ZreUALyA2lIuIK2P3-Cp40VLN8wd8goZkHPpFtzvYjEZmo-pO8bO_BnlxYhRRZovVPcbKlmzS8pJAisREyNkgczMKAifmxtvmTx_1vzB4lu1QYg3Rx8hir_lF4a54N6VVtCwkiBMjcRJHbqs=&c=&ch=


National History Day in Colorado 2015

Leadership and Legacy in History

National History Day in
Colorado is a project-
based social studies
and literacy program
that engages students
in the study of Colorado
history and beyond. Students participated in 12 regional contests across
the state and regional winners competed on Saturday, May 2 at the state
competition held at the University of Colorado Denver. The Colorado
Geographic Alliance awards a Junior and Senior prize to the competitors
who demonstrate the best use of geography in their projects.

Congratulations to Brandon Samora from the Connect School in Pueblo for
his project on the Legacy of James K. Polk: the Dark Horse Leading
Manifest Destiny. This performance presented Polk's role in the expansion
of the United States. Brandon examined the intersection of politics and
geography and its expression: Manifest Destiny. Using a map as a
backdrop he presented information about the expansion of the U.S. in
Oregon, Texas and the Southwest.  
 
Congratulations to Judith Aragon and Kristianna Pott of Bear Creek High
School in Lakewood on their project, The Leadership and Legacy of
Catherine II, the Great, A German Princess Who Fell in Love With
Russia. The development and growth of Russia under the leadership of
Catherine the Great was the main topic of this presentation with a large
floor map used to great effect. By moving across the map they were able to
represent graphically the expansion of the Russian Empire during
Catherine's reign.

Resources for Your Classroom
National Geographic Education has a wealth of
information for you to download and use in your
classroom. Check out maps of regions and continents,
mapping activities for a variety of grade levels, and
games that teach map skills. Investigate the Colorado
GeoTour, prepared by Poudre School District fourth
grade teacher, Sarah (Sam) Richings-Germain and
check out other GeoTours to introduce your students to
states across the country, or make your own using
National Geographic's MapMaker program.

Nights with a Geographer
Designed to bring professional geographers' thoughts and insights on
current topics to the public, these talks are geared towards the general
public and educators with time set aside for a question and answer
session and open discussion afterwards.  COGA is pleased to collaborate
with institutions such as the Steelworks Center of the West and the Fort
Collins Museum of Discovery to sponsor talks that are geared towards the
general public and educators with time set aside for a question and answer
session and open discussion. 

On January 15th, Christopher Markuson, GIS Manager in Pueblo County
discussed Fighting Fire with Data and on April 2nd, John Harner,
Professor, Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Colorado
Colorado Springs presented his research on Mapping Urban Change in
Colorado Springs.  If you missed Dr. Harner's presentation, he will be
sharing it again at the Colorado Archeological Society Pikes Peak Chapter
May 19 meeting in Colorado Springs. 

Do you have an idea for an interesting geographic topic to discuss with
other professionals and educators who share a common interest in

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwHnr7_c7HqZoXNXS7ZgA03bJm8Q8CX9hZOVCdNyxJU_nB5GR_N31Oinjppb7J2v43NLJRYktQ3RZsjVmEu_0nbsU1fAn8cm2WKX7yi1gUb7u9-CxIcL9c34dh4aaN1kFBeMIsPiQuhisb_RUy6A8XxlS7tQyTlKuv1ZxdP1m2QiW&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwN6zC1aez1zcHmIGButwyqqbYKQJX4lRMzbw8BxHT-mO-0z3QsawLjuMOHzVklFrN7rZUz6-cWay8qBj_BLo5txiFmX4pNjpC6x_4-OtkRfmH2nv4qH9DprzNFXXXbTJMbGzN-LFZN8J6IRkkWKXxbp0uB2CewVaT0-9394MBgXDG20S2qX9BvxHn1TIx9B56A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwAOocYpCnPDUo3lHiyHx65AgPNIoVldQYZ3sLKBbkvdHpVHCjGwJEHHrrLfPOz9N4A8nt7RWR95csiaekLQz8PZtmuued5Ypb18u-FVya8NaSmUp6EjQhW2w_CMSEsDcEcGU9xQjM9MhPvLdyVKBHhoACO7QvUJpmiFAJuwCwMxoC9TMLUrJzxo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXVhC1GtEuENRL67DttpVGsv6de9ZU93sWxJSGRYREi4a-k5fOLC8_wlFBqUh5MynqzSLTWd-T198cv_9c3vMUE87N9PV3LGQk8F3FmZoOQsTnRE_RfMBMcNzDw4v95ZCX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwDnNTETA7JzIa8yWtX2Su05oFo9O2DR4Oxk4p8Fp5RdcNrjjVXXFsz5RQ8RHOGoDebhr6EVhiISnGUj0vU-EQS90215KniEnHiGKQ-_qPe7Ai0Uq_lPliEY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXQX8rfwl9GNV3H48QeDWvQcGo2sXFp8-UL6_jeY1k5u_1q5aqeaFCU20sevfVj9VuZnZN5YsOhTwsMxJyWWquLpnH1oFs1ugYiQ3ylrvSQSLOjxVae0B4yklzYrqK7eHZAi0QYbGwd427iH7M0-voG_iOU4-mBvY7&c=&ch=


geography in your community?  Contact COGA and we will work to identify
a location and presenter in your area.

Opportunities
National Geographic Big Cats Initiative

Big Cats Education
As part of National Geographic
Society's Big Cats Initiative, National
Geographic Education is working with
our explorers and grantees to help
teachers like you educate your
students about the importance of big
cats and conservation efforts to protect
these large predators. 
 
Big Cats Initiative Sister School

Program
The National Geographic Big Cats Initiative Sister School Program
(BCISSP) is a unique, interactive, and community service learning
opportunity. Its goal is to inform students in the U.S. of the decline of big
cats in Africa and connect them to the local students.  Learn how to get
your school involved below. All schools are welcome!

Education objectives and activities include Big Cats in Captivity.  Here,
teachers can learn how to expand their students' knowledge of animals in
captivity.  Kobu the Lion is one great example of a learning objective for
Big Cats Education; he lives at The Wild Animal Sanctuary just outside of
Denver which hosts visits for schools interested in teaching students about
big cats. 

To learn more about how your school can get involved, go to Big Cats
Initiative Sister School Program.

History Colorado: El Movimiento

History is about time- the time you spend with your family in places that
matter. Discover your connection to the people and events that shaped
Colorado's past. Explore History Colorado museums and historic sites,
browse a full program and event calendar, and get info about Colorado's
many heritage destinations.
 

El Movimiento: The Chicano Movement in
Colorado: February 7th - October 25th

 
History Colorado will open the exhibit El Movimiento: The Chicano
Movement in Colorado on February 7, 2015, immersing visitors in the
urgency, passion and vitality of one of Colorado's most important social
movements. In the 1960s and 1970s, Chicano activists in Colorado-an
important center of the Chicano movement-fought to end discrimination,
secure rights and gain political and social power through education, culture
and the arts. El Movimiento uses artifacts, images, and the voices of
Chicano activists to tell about the struggle for labor rights, the founding of
the Crusade for Justice, and much more.
 
Visit the  History Colorado site for more info!
 
COGA partners with a variety of organizations across the state. Visit our
website here to learn about the many groups supporting geography
education from multiple perspectives and click here for a list of Geography
Related Organizations in Colorado.

The Great Nature Project

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwPEYq4rfnGssby5-eIAGtRZGlOUcFE_q4FQO77VUa9O2f5ztmMY3YDlL_PP1DxGXx7TKpm9BbJ6vyAYyreSFUkKz2I2Ki91s6sRTKojXeAoIzrH_NeZ84QbNgUAvm4LIZ44gJ6xDiEB8z6vYCWDkf8W4HJiy6dB4B2_Ape_Kowd6UJPnMpUM2vERDoCfwpvFLDzPuEQxNZjMWGzZ88LhKxIn0Ew_AZQ-GA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwPEYq4rfnGssuTUxGYJ-fSk5ngsimEXQE03jyTlLGq6anHxtkUbUR_cBnFJb27T0OxopoANml2zvdUJc8w6CSPA0gNOwQWq9a51_SX0gl6g65Iifi2opjxJAXtbAEaiGa550U6CLPg6YRORo0BKTymhl6zNZZjH7miTSoclvjFxm9H6-SjG7lWRB54Hg9-21RmzwVT3gOSC5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwPEYq4rfnGss3IYOgwwQlrL--XTK-jeRn-LvJN32BQCX3RnO9Z7_NImSsXhPtVr120NqS6orIb-Fh2vG2tBvbFcqiTDDKF_DmiaqLS43GY67BsDu5SLO7t_kSIcuIJ61sfQkLBEqnyVkcQRwsBzrOF1Ek6Xvz9a1PUXqIbkum0P9gtLU3ZTeqB0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwO8Xo11ZreUA-46tNr1UN9n32Jo7CohqsqAMkGTp_wwfvmdT13QVo65o7HLxsS6X8P3EJzR082-hst7JvObogsSXgEZlbewkOfOx_QSsFRMxTHRTVg7l1G-GnrJd8NHTFQGisY8ZnbgUx0SuPh-NT10ckE-XPSfOH37IfU1SGp-eyfQY90yabBp0LszYxVAOX8nNVDwRNlgfcBr7HfWcyQXsm_I453e13HrPGntCl7x0&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwLdN8aQgrkAf2qZwxtlDfXGBPSYtS5IM3vaq9xOoDhiSe2FeI-MurYox8hhh-6cjB9WsUIz1MMlpSnOJ1iVHSTutfGfDD9_KshjT0CNz9JPBb2T0npfufnYlxOZMTjCn9g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXgpvERuRglUp0J7EwRwwwYsIiPhiU08NS0ROCEwcvoQh69F6zOOeFMMR7byt3EPT1EJ4epYOSVI2oglZzOEDj1EioTNuf7_aIB2ES5tNCcOkRhTunZRa7pAY5EMnbUlyB6VgEiXN30UQuRpbBGANZWQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXzzl8Nfstrd78Oz6AZ7eamDhGjjoCVa5lOhmZPD0SzLxpSV1ZELjtYlJrrYApiY5VxCZUh18jM22WJ4Hv-s2QtZHa71t9mQ4a1Up5ksWX0i5YxTDwD0xR4CiE--Kuc2d6hKx10EfpI0cETZ7IW4JZ1k04iyaWf1cBJsz3mCrne_toXGqmztHht9-BBTbBwUWJoVQ72yYNiXQ7s8JTHqvuEvMyJxJtThCk2B-SyQQKfH29z1SxZ7tLlv2DSpBIefGn&c=&ch=


Where Will YOU Be May 15-25?

Take part in a global snapshot of
biodiversity!  The Great Nature Project
is a worldwide celebration of our
planet's natural wonders and a huge
scientific undertaking to document the
Earth's incredible biodiversity.  Let's
show the world Colorado's beautiful
landscapes and biodiversity.  Whether you are hiking or just enjoying your
lunch break, we encourage you to look for living organisms, snap pictures
of those organisms, and upload the pictures to the Great Nature Project
website.

COGA Updates
COGA Facebook and Blog 

Follow us on Facebook!
Our Facebook page posts upcoming
events that are open to the public.  You
can also find interesting links to photo
galleries and articles on geography.

Check out our Blog as well!
COGA's blog shares workshop
opportunities and professional
development sessions for educators as
well as geography education resources.

Welcome to the New COGA Administrator
Alexandra Sinchak
Alex joined the COGA team in March of 2015. She is an undergraduate
currently pursuing a BA in Geography and Environmental Studies with a
minor in Sustainability.  She has lived in Colorado Springs her whole life
and always planned on attending the University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs.  

Alex found her passion for environmental activism and climate justice her
sophomore year, and has been managing the Fossil Free Divestment
campaign on the Colorado Springs campus for Fossil Free CU, to move
the university's investments away from the fossil fuel industry to more
renewable forms of energy.  Alex is the Chair of Divestment and Climate
Change for the student organization Students for Environmental Awareness
and Sustainability.  She is interested in the need to value and conserve
resources along with embracing new ideas and goals of environmental
restoration.  Alex is looking forward to working with the Colorado Geographic
Alliance to further its influence on the education system in Colorado to
increase interest and awareness of geographic education. 

Colorado Geographic Alliance
 

VISION:
Changing our understanding and 

experience of the world
MISSION:

To instill and nurture spatial awareness 
and geographic literacy

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwF-UzbADvtHXd_ptbxybsYq0tyuUuFyy_BHvxKlsskZr7cClB2wmlXvf9HhtDP9WDkKqX1gAuQkCnfDA2lh2HtVyrRvzxeKOGsIvENHWfjz-O3FdcBSWgCTtX1qBbqUgEQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwFAadrvlYikfSrZxzW7tGq6WWmAuN671ZxOfuP8MMDVgbg6QrlfpWJc71xCL1i-bPPWhNJL_4y9luw42YdrybDxspSDd9abLaiya4vIoj93PiAhwo1WTwHoP6B5w8PMv0jrkSRLAmunIP8Xz1-06iQA7PXul56Sv_g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xyLw1o3C7w7McC8DiZ2kJbH_R02VDZz8_kLmYifwV78Wfe7HxsbwCcTnXhNb9-4FjyA5mNnXPERB3ybmZORfTbE_SXS_baLEPKLbYBMuQr15xaV3OvSzUXGmdjySnZDKVxFA8y4cDD4ZnlccMKws4F14ZPlNtWgFctoXt-d5FeF6s8wur4IhenNAYUC7yC4&c=&ch=


VALUES:
Inspiring passion for Earth and its inhabitants

Connecting people with geography
Honoring inclusivity and diversity

Exploring physical and human environments
Developing spatial perspective

CONTACT COGA:
Colorado Geographic Alliance 

coloradogeographicalliance@yahoo.com
University of Colorado Colorado Springs

Department of Geography and 
Environmental Studies

1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

719-255-5217

Ideas for upcoming newsletters? Great topics, links, or
upcoming events you'd like COGA to share with geography

educators? Let us know! We're here to connect.
coga@uccs.edu

mailto:coga@uccs.edu

