“As you may have heard, Denver will be hosting the annual conference of the National Council for Geographic Education in the summer of 2013. http://www.ncge.org/conference Geography educators from across the country will be visiting our state, and just as you value an insiders' view when you are in unfamiliar territory, folks from Maine or South Carolina or Oklahoma will appreciate knowing what they should not miss in Colorado.

“Colleagues from several institutions will be leading official field trips (http://www.ncge.org/field-trips), but recognizing that conference attendees may be bringing their families and taking advantage of the summer schedule to travel a bit, we wanted to provide some additional perspectives on places to explore on the way to Denver.  It could be a seldom-visited corner of Mesa Verde National Park, an amazing restaurant that serves locally-grown produce, a family-friendly trail in a national forest, or an obscure museum.  (You don't have to give up the site of your favorite fishing hole!)

“Please respond to this email with your idea and a brief description.  If there is a website for the location, please include that as well.  We will compile all the information, share it with conference attendees, and with you through the Colorado Geographic Alliance website.

“Thank you for adding a bit of pizzazz to the important discussion of geography education.”

****

1. Arapaho Pass Trail, Indian Peaks Wilderness. A relatively short (4 mile) hike brings you to the Continental Divide, through subalpine forest, fields of wildflowers, past a historic mine, and above treeline. Just above the pass is a nice alpine lake (Dorothy), and a spur trail from the mine will take peak-baggers to a satisfyingly high (but not head-splitting) 13er: South Arapaho Peak (13,397 ft). Great views from there of the off-limits City of Boulder Arapaho Glacier and Glacier Lake watershed. Info/directions available at:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/arp/recreation/hiking/recarea/?recid=28180&actid=50

2. Amtrak from Denver Union Station to Glenwood Springs, and return. The train follows a route that cars can't access, including stunning canyons along upper South Boulder Creek, through the historic Moffat Tunnel, and later down Gore Canyon and along the Colorado River. A night in Glenwood to enjoy the Olympic-sized outdoor hot springs pool makes a nice destination - city buses can even take folks to Aspen and up the Roaring Fork Valley - all without needing to bother w/ a car. Call it a low-carbon Colorado tour!

3. The Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge immediately north of Denver (and w. of DIA) is a former chemical weapons plant that has been cleaned and converted into a national wildlife refuge, replete w/ burrowing owls, bison, bald eagles, prairie dogs, and a recovering shortgrass prairie ecosystem. The new visitor center showcases much of the history and current conditions.
Hanging Lake! Just outside of Glenwood springs.....great hike, great geology at the end of it!

BOULDER
Pearl Street Mall - an oudoor pedestrian (walking) mall lined with shops and restaurants in downtown Boulder

Celestial Seasonings Tea Factory - take a free tour to sample teas and learn how they are made (note minimum age requirement).

University of Colorado Boulder Campus - walk around the campus area or visit the Museum of Natural History.

Boulder's Chautauqua - take a walk around this historic area or launch out on a hike from a trailhead here.  Boulder has numerous Open Space and Mountain Parks trails.

Dushanbe Teahouse - the Teahouse was constructed in Dushanbe, Tajikistan as a gift to their sister city, Boulder.  They serve tea and tasty treats.

WEST OF BOULDER (NEDERLAND, CO)

The Carousel of Happiness in Nederland is fun for everyone, not just kids! It's well worth the trip to the cute town of Nederland, about 17 mi (27 km) west of Boulder, and can be combined with a day hike or scenic drive on the Peak-to-Peak Highway. For information, visit: www.carouselofhappiness.org
BETWEEN BOULDER & DENVER
Butterfly Pavilion
6252 West 104th Avenue, Westminster, CO
(303) 469-5441 · butterflies.org/

DENVER
Downtown Aquarium
700 Water Street, Denver, CO
(303) 561-4450 · aquariumrestaurants.com

REI Denver
1416 Platte Street, Denver, CO
(303) 756-3100 · rei.com

Denver Museum of Nature and Science
2001 Colorado Boulevard, Denver, CO
(303) 322-7009 · dmns.org
