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Charting New Digital Vistas

Integrating Literature and

the Social Studies with
Google Lit Trips

llene R. Berson and Michael ). Berson

hen young people read or bear stories in the clampoom, their intenest i
easily peaked. However, sustaining that interest and snention through a
relaed social studies lesson is more of a challenge. Instructional approaches
that enrich the comtent of sories and forge student’ conmections with the charscters
extend |carning in meaningful ways. New digital wals offer teachers OpELrunitie 1o
simultancously foster spatial incellipence while nurturing childres’s sende of wonder

ahout place and location,

One English reacher, [erome Burg.

allerwed hiszeoondary studesis 1o become
irersersed in the liverary adventures of
the characters by using Google Earth and
other integrated web-based resounces
Bairg termed Ihﬂtllltrﬂf}' explorations
"Lir-Trips." He crested a Google Lit
Trips website (www.googlelittriprorg/|,
which provides Froe acoess to pre-mude
Lit Trips for a range of books relevam
10 different subjects and grade levels !
Additionally, the website offers pesources
t guide teachers in designing their own
Lix Trips. a3 well as structure learning
expiricies that combine digital mapping
toils withs the stucy of novels to enrich

commections to lireraure a5 well a3 geo-

graphic content,
Through hands-on explorstions of 2

texnt that has been enhanced with saeel-
lite imagery of the seuing. videos of rel-

evam consent, and photographs, stedens
become much more deeply immersed in
the story amd the relaved social sudies

contemt.” The Google Litwip is a mash-
up of digital resources. Burg appropri
aved Google Earth to creare “lnerary
rosd miage thas find 2 way 1o puet studenes

‘right in the back sean” of an unfolding

tourney.” " These “road maps™ [lustrare
the geographis movernents of charscrers
in a sooay viasavellite images focused on
arcas feanwred in the text. The settings of
selected stories are irsced o real places,
and siwsdents are better sble o viswalize
the evalution of che plos.

Another powerful aspect of this wol
is the capacity 1o integrave visual repre-
sentations, Vissal information enhances
stindents’ understanding; and, in fact, can
be processed more rapidly than textaal
information.? ﬂnn;gh‘- Lit trips opti-
mize the blending of knowledge from
text. global navigation tocls, and vissal
[nternet resources [ie., images, viden,
and weh links). Integraring geographic
representations allows sradents 1o “play”
with static text and o see the literary

Mancuw/Arnin aoat

work in a new way [making conpections
b relevant and aurhentic places)

We have worked with elementary and
mﬂl‘ldl:l'!«' r].:un'mm IEII.'I"H_"H. E l_hngﬂ
instraction that uses the seitings of so-
rits b infuse spatial bearning throughour
the yeur as well as introduce geographic
vocabulary and concepts. A primary
grade cxample details the creation of 2
new Lit Trip with sccompanying simia-
Iariom activities, and a secondary level
exemplar describes implementation of 2
pre-made journey into instructicn,

Google Lit Trips in the Elementary
Clasaroam

In arder 1o deepen the stadenes” con-
mection bo lineratune and actively engage
them in the learning process, hands-on
simulation activities were designed as
part of a Google Lit wip. Afer explor-
ing pre-cxisting Lt Trips and leaming
b vo pliot the jourmey of characters an
Google Earth by adding images, audio,
and text 1o the place narkers found on
the nuapping tool, a team of primacy grade
teachers created thelr own virmual expedi-
tion hased on the book Hew o Mizke an
Apple Pie and See the World by Marjonie
Priceman. This book tells a story of a
voung baker who travels the world in
search of all the ingredients necessaryio
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‘Wirite the names of all the continents.

How many contingnts s than on Earh?

How many of th contiments did you visit on your ip?

What ooean i you Ooss wihen you Taneied from Amencs 1o [Esy7

Engana?

Tt shery sl that you shoukd taike “amy waty you 30" 1 get to 5n Lanka, What
6 you think weould be the best form of ranaponstion to get from Sri Lankg i

bake an apple pic. The story integrases
lierarure with geography by introducing
stucents 1o continents, countries, natiural
rewnurces, snd varsoed modes ol eexng-
poriation.

In a Google Lix Trip, place marks are
set 3 locations where events occur, and
text. images, and/or hyperlinks may be
added in a pop-up window at each mark.
The veachers reviewed the book apd vsed
post-its to mark the bscations in the text
where interesting digital resources might
extend students’ sppreciation. They
selected websites with supplemensal
information and learning aceivities,
crafed thoughi-proveking questlons,
and idencified vocabulary o highlighs,
This content was then Imbedded in the
pop-up window of the place marks. The

place marks were linked with the pathway
bl 10 guide the students as they raveled
o the sime journey as the character in
the bank.

I thie Gosoghe Lit Trip for How to Mk
an Apple Pie and See the World, the
first place marker prepared students for
their trip and invobved them in hands-on
activities bo track their journey through
the soory eight slong with the charscier:

Homiemade apple ple s annezing. But
wee st srnable fo mske i because the mer
ket i5 closed.

Het what belfterway to make apple pie
el fo view Bl wonld while doing so,

Beforewe can get staroed, we fint need
tamake our passpore | e the materialy
provided to put topether your paiport,
ard be ure to et your teacher see the
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Jimal proctucel Dow'e forget, ot each stop
you meed £ pank the name of the country
andd itx flag i your passport!

At the next major kocation, the place
mark featured the outline of the country
of [aly. In lealy, the young baker in the
story was in search of semolina whear,
E'irru'llr]].', the children in the cdlas dis-
cussed how wheat wis needed eo make
the flour for their pie. Embedded in
lll: p]lcl: m.qu: WAL On cXCerpl I:'ﬂm r.'|'|.||.-
mory, & poctue of lealy, snd 2 link 1w,

wheatfoods org/FlashFoskidsfindex. aml,
which guided the children to more infoe-
enatian on the milling proces. Children
alsolearned to recognize the distinctive
shape of lealy by matching the correct
outline of the country wich the nesource
collected at the site.

At each place marker, the children
responded o the following questions

w0 reifioroe the peography concepts they
learned:

Where dovs the powng baker travel
nuxt? How will sloe get there?

Inscarch of the fincat ingredients, the
class then “traveled ™ o France, where
they collected epgs and linked mo httpay
kids natioralqeographic comkiduplacey
findfrance! to learn facts about the coun-
ey, The children then joined the baker
im heading deep imo the rainfores of Sri
Lanka, where they were reminded 1o stay
very quict go avoid an encounter with
a rapping leopard benecath a Kurundu
tree. Just as the baker in the story gach-
ered cinnamos froe a tree, the children
explivred spices indigenons to Sr Lanka
ana keamming oeer which was set ap with
sight and smell samples of cloves, car-
damom, pepper. natmeg, curry leaves,
muce, ginger and cinnamon,

The next stop was England, where the
baker made the acquainiance of a cow e
secare milk needed o make the pie. The
stedents 3l learmed abous production
aned dissribunion of milk from the dairy
to the supermarket at www, moamilk,
comiteschers-retourcey75-dalry-fanm-
game. As the trip comtinued, sali wascol-
leceed froen the Ackintic Oeean, and the
baker and students eraveled to [amaica,
where they kearned about the processing



Recommended Resources

Tenlbeins eovating levinny with Google Lit Triga, oy 2 few basi skl se nosded bo put dudenes
1t o] seat of Shese dyrame ross e " Tha Aollowies retoapred i tul it hirds srd baficeisls
to help eschers tefine the cralt of diwpoping Ity NESQRates iviraection thal ooz e
eeploration of geograpity with greal e re.

* Google Lt Tip, wewgoogleltinpLoeg
= Craating Plate Marks in a Goog ke Lin Trg, wene, posubee.oom iwatchfv= By fofis 17

* Adding Image in Googhe Lit Trips, wiwsyoiutulbe comiwaneh he—chen 38K KAKY Riesture=
chunne|

- Cocgle Lit Tutodal, westeachrtube.comviewVideo phplvides id=A0813

of sugar cane 1o prepare sugar for thelr ~ Google Lit Trip thae was dewnloaded
pie. Then it was back to the Undted Staees From the sire and saved as g KML
to pick apples in Viermont. Aftercasting  {Keyhole Markup Language) file thar
avariery L'lf4|1l|n. thee siudewis in clags could be emailed. berned 10 a CI), ar
reviewed all of the ingredients that they tramsferred via flash drive
had collected abomg their wravels. Mareking for Freedom wells the story
At the end of the LTy, sbadenis o lwra |;.r|1||-\,“_-:l :n.'\ll.l.:ll Jst |F-\.,“.| F I'IF‘!?I.'
completed a handoat 1o sk the retoiaree ||:-\.|-.-r:|. Avenrd """“'"'i.‘\-"'-"l"" Elizaleh
colbected o1 each siee with the coumtry Partridge draws on the vivid recollee-
as well as the mode of iransportation tlons af children who marched For

by which the character traveled to the civil righes from Selma to Montpomery,
location. (See the imape on page 112)  Alabama. (See the image on this page.) In
Themultimedia content. criticalthinking  this illustested teip, biographical infor-

qucstions, and hands-on exercises opti-  mation and quotations from the tex
mized an active learning approach thar wiere combined with the sarellite imag
engaged students in exploring literatare  ery 1o hone the sudents’ o sp-reading
within the context of geography. skills 25 they drew connections barween

place, story, and historical evente. Alfter

Goagle Lit Trips in the Secondary reaciing the book, the Google Li Trip

Classraom allowed the snadents i physically visual-
Iman | lch grade U.5. history course, we ize the progresséon of the events, chart
collaborated with a teacher to develop  the grographic movement of the young

assignments that employed an existng  people. and draw parallels 1o their cwm
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lile experiences. Ag the students traced
the erip, the addition of historical vid-
ecs, web links, phovographs. and eritical
thinking questions led students to have

fuller apprecistion of the palitical

and personal canflics surrounding the
event. They read with greater purpose
and even suggested ihe addision of ather
place markers, using the search fearure af
Google Earth to identify associzied sises

nd researching supporiing documenta-

tions o the webe The place markers tha
sudentsadded induded quoted maserial

rﬂ“" 1-'Ii.' e -IIIIZI :.Ill.'1l o refleot o

on ihe events. Mot only did the leaning

experience cultivate their reading amd

writheg skills, but they also beganto view
eravel in literature as someching thar had
purpose and relevance. @
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